Petition for a Basic Income Guarantee to the Nova Scotia House of Assembly

We, the undersigned residents of the Province of Nova Scotia, ask that the Nova Scotia House of
Assembly immediately form an all-party committee to study and make recommendations on how to
implement a basic income guarantee (BIG) in the province of Nova Scotia that reflects the principles
laid out by Basic Income Nova Scotia, Coalition Canada Basic Income-revenu de base, and the
Basic Income Canada Network.

Many people are struggling financially in Nova Scotia and throughout Canada due to a perfect storm
of interrelated difficulties®?: inflation, climate catastrophes, a shortage of affordable housing and an
increase in homelessness, rising food insecurity and food bank use, increasing work precarity,
labour disruptions as we transition to a greener economy, and artificial intelligence and technology
replacing jobs. Wealth disparities are at an unprecedented level, the middle class is shrinking, and
poverty and homelessness is rising. Financial insecurity leads to toxic stress which negatively
impacts people’s mental and physical health and shortens their life spans. This increases demands
on our already burdened health care system and other support services?®.

A Basic Income Guarantee (BIG) would help. It would ensure that everyone has an income
sufficient to meet their basic needs and live with dignity, regardless of work status®. Evidence shows
that a BIG would improve Nova Scotian’s health, reduce crime, improve local economies, and
restore trust in government>®”8, It would provide Nova Scotians with autonomy and choice, while
having little effect on workforce participation®. The cost of a BIG would be offset by reallocation of
current in-system spending?®, return on investment from a healthier population, increased economic
activity, and, potentially, redistribution of income through tax reform??.
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Petition to the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia

We, the undersigned residents of the Province of Nova Scotia, ask that the Nova Scotia House of
Assembly immediately form an all-party committee to study and make recommendations on how to
implement a basic income guarantee (BIG) in the province of Nova Scotia that reflects the principles
laid out by Basic Income Nova Scotia, Coalition Canada Basic Income-revenu de base, and the
Basic Income Canada Network.
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Please note: The name and address of the persons who sign this petition may be made available to the public if the petition is in proper

form to be presented in the NS House of Assembly.




